7 CONGRESS, Yuty 4, 1776,
The unanimous Declanation of the thirteen anited States of rémeniea,

the separate and equal otation to which the Laws of Natune and of TNature's God eatitle them. a decent
nedppect to the opinions of mankind nequines that they dhould declare the causes which impel them to the
deparation.

We liold these truths to be celf- evident, that all men are created egual, that they are endowed by their
Creator with centain analienable Rights, that ameny these are Lije. Liberty and the parsuit of
Fappiness. - - That to secane these nighte, Govermments are instituted among Men, deniving thein just
powens from the condent of the govered, - - That whenever any Form of Goverument becomes destructive
of these euds, it io the Right of the People ts alter or to abolish it, aund to institute new Goverument,
laying cts foandation on suck frinciples and organizing cts fowens in duck form, as to them dhall seem
maot libely to effect thetr Safety and Fappiness. Pradence, indeed, will dictate that Governments lony
dhiewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while euls are sufferalile, than to night themselues by
abolisthing the forme to whick they are accustomed, But when a lony train of abuses and wsurnpations,
punsaing invarially the same Object evinces a design to neduce them under absolute Despotiom, it o
their night, ¢t o thetn duty, to tnow off such Goverument, and to frovide new Guards for thetr future
secancty. - - Suck has been the patient sufferance of these (Yolonies; and such o wow the necessily which
constraine them to alter thecr founer Systems of Goverwment. The history of the fresent Ring of Great
Britain o a history of nepeated injunces and wsanpations, all hauing in direct object the establishment of
an aldolute Toyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world,

He lias nejused his #Pssent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He tas forbidden his Governons to pass Laws of immediate and fressing importance, unless suspended
cu Their openation Ll his Assent slioald be oftaincd; and when do suspended, le has uttenly ueglected to
attend to them.

Fe lias nefused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of lange districte of people, anless those
people would relinguich the vight of Representation in the Legislatune, a right inestimalle to them and
formidablle to tyrants ouly.

He thas called together legislative bodics at places unusaal, ancomfortable, and distant from the
deposctony of theer public Records, for the sole punpoce of fatiguing them iuto compliance with hie

meadurned.,



He has dissolued Representative Houses nepeatedly. for opposing with manly foumness liés invasions on
the nights of the people.

He thao nefused for a long time, affern such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected: wheneby the
Legislative powens, cncapable of Aunitillation, lave neturued to the People at large for theor evencise:
the State nemaining in the mean time exppoded to all the dangens of invasion from withoat, and

He has endeavouned to prevent the population of these States.: for that parpose obotructing the Laws for
Natanalization of Foreiguens: nefusing to frase others to encounage thetr mignations bither, and raising
the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has olotructed the Administration of Yustice, by refusing lic +osent to Laws for establishing

He thae made Qudges dependent on liic Well alone, for the lenune of ther officee, and the amount and
He lias erected a multitude of New Offices. and sent liither swanmes of Officens to lamnase oun freople,
and eat out thetn subdtance.

He has bept among as, in timed of peace, Standing rhunics without the (Consent of our legislatunes.
Fe tas affected to nender the Military independent of and supercor to the (Zivll powenr.

He lias combined with othens o subiject us to a junisdiction foreiqn To our conslitution, aud
wnackuonledged by car laws; giving his Hssent to thein cte of pretended Legidlation:

For Luartering large bodies of anmed troops among us:

For protecting them. by a mock Tnial, from punistument for any Mandens which they shoald commdt o
the Tutiabitante of these States:

For cutting off oun Trade with all parte of the world:

For imposing Taxes on ws without oun (onsent:

For depriving ws in many cases, of the beucfits of Trial by Jury.:

For transporting ue beyound Seas to be tried {or pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province. establishing therein an
Ahbitrany goverument, and enlarnging its Boandaries so as to nender it at ouce an evample and (it
For suspending oun own Legidlatunes, and declaring themoelues invested with powen to legislate for ws
n all cases whatscever.

He has abdicated Goverument lene, by declaning ws out of lis Protection and waging War againdt «e.
He lias plundened our deas, ravaged oun (Joasts, bunt our towns, and destroyed the lives of oun
peope.

He o at thie time tansporting lange rbunies of foreign Mencenanies to compleat the worke of death,



desolation and tynanny, atready begun with chreamstances of Cruelty & perfidy scancely paralleled in
the modt banbanous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civdlized nation.

Fe tas constrained our fellow (itizens taken Captive on the ligh Seas to bear Ffuns againdt thein
Country, to become the executionens of thetr fricnds and Bretlnen, or to fall themoelves by their Hands.
He thao excited domedtic insumectiond amongdt ad, and has endeavouned to bring on the inhabitante of
our froutiens, the mencless Tudian Savages, whose buown nule of warfare, (o an undistingucished
destruction of all ages, dexes and conditions

T every otage of these Oppressions We thave Petitioned for Rednese in the modt liumble tevme: Our
repeated Petitions have been answened only by repeated injuny. 4 Prince whose character o thus
marked by every act which may define a Topant, & unfit to be the raler of a free people.

Non liawe We been wanting in attentions to oun Brittiosh bretinen. We liave wanned them from time to
time of attempte by thetr legidlatune to extend an unwarantable jurisdiction over us. We have neminded
them of the corcumotances of oun emignation and settlement lene. We have appealed to their native
Justice and maguanimily, and we have conjuned them by the ties of our commeon lbindned to disavow
been deaf to the voice of judtice and of condanguinity. We must, therefore, acguiesce in the wecesdity,
whick denounces our Separnation, and hold them, as we hold the neot of mankind, Enemics in War. in
Peace Friends.

We. therefore, the Representatives of the united States of Amenica, in General (Congness, resembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the nectitude of car intentione, do, in the Name, and
by Authority of the good People of these (Colonies. solemnly frablish and declare. That these United
Colouies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Tndependent States: that they ane  Hhsolued from all
Allegiance to the British rown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great
Britacn, io and ought to be totally dissolved: and that ae Free and Tudependent States, they lave full
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract HWliances, estallish Commence, and to do all othen  ets
and Things which Tudependent States may of night do. ud for the suppont of thie Declanation, with
a foun rneliance on the priotection of divine Providence. we mutually pledge to eack other oun Lives, oan
Fortunes and ocar sacred Hounor.

The 56 signatures on the Declaration appear in the positions indicated:

Column 1
Georgia:
Button Gwinnett
Lyman Hall
George Walton



Column 2

North Carolina:
William Hooper
Joseph Hewes
John Penn

South Carolina:
Edward Rutledge
Thomas Heyward, Jr.
Thomas Lynch, Jr.
Arthur Middleton

Column 3
Massachusetts:
John Hancock
Maryland:

Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone
Charles Carroll of Carrollton
Virginia:

George Wythe
Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton

Column 4

Pennsylvania:
Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush
Benjamin Franklin
John Morton
George Clymer
James Smith
George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross

Delaware:
Caesar Rodney
George Read
Thomas McKean

Column 5

New York:
William Floyd
Philip Livingston
Francis Lewis
Lewis Morris

New Jersey:
Richard Stockton
John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson
John Hart
Abraham Clark

Column 6
New Hampshire:



Josiah Bartlett
William Whipple
Massachusetts:
Samuel Adams
John Adams
Robert Treat Paine
Elbridge Gerry
Rhode Island:
Stephen Hopkins
William Ellery
Connecticut:
Roger Sherman
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott
New Hampshire:
Matthew Thornton

Timeline of the Declaration of Independence

June 7 - Richard Henry Lee introduced a resolution urging Congress to declare
independence from Great Britain.

June 11 - Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and
Robert R. Livingston were appointed to a committee to draft a declaration of
independence.

June 28 - A fair copy of the committee draft of the Declaration of Independence was
read in Congress.

July 1-4 - Congress debated and revised the Declaration of Independence.

July 2 - Congress declared independence by adopting the Lee Resolution.

July 4 - Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence.

July 4 - Congress ordered that the Declaration of Independence be printed (Dunlap
Broadsides).

July 19 - Congress ordered the Declaration of Independence engrossed (officially
inscribed) and signed by members.

August 2 - The engrossed copy of the Declaration of Independence was signed by
most of the delegates. Elbridge Gerry, Oliver Wolcott, Lewis Morris, Thomas
McKean, and Matthew Thornton all signed on a later date.
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